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PREFACE 

^ i HE follomng ancient story ^ which is 
practically unknown to English 
readersy is one which belongs to that 
large class of early Christian writings 
kno^n as " Tendenzschrifien^ 

The most ancient of the fil^e texts of 
this story is the Greek text^ of whichy 
unfortunate lyy part is lost. There is a 
Syrian version^ made in the sixth cen- 
tury^ A.D.y and an Armenian version^ 
which appears to be a translation from 
the Greeky and is more complete^ The 
^^ Speculum Historiale^^ of Vincent of 
^eauvais (i 190-1294) contains a Latin 
abridgment of the Greek^ and this was 
translated into French in the fourteenth 
century by yean de Vignay. fAt a meet- 
ing of the Congress of Orientalists at 
Vienna in 1886 the professors of the " Ecole 
spiciale des langues orientales vivantes'^ 
printed a portion of the Armenian ver- 
sion^ with a French translation. The 
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abridged form of the story as I now give 
it is from the Greek texty which is the 
oldest. 

The reader cannot fail to remark^ 
that the writer puts into the mouths of both 
yoseph and Pentephres a mode of speech 
which tQOuld have been quite correct if 
used by a Christian and an Israelite 
respectively ; hut which ^ as representing 
die conversation of an ancient Egyptian 
and an early Hebrew y is a pure anachro- 
nism. Notwithstanding thisy there is a 
quaint charm about this unique little story 
which it is thought will be appreciated by 
many who are not able to read it in its 
original form. 

M.B.,. 1900 
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IT came to pass in the first year of 4 

plenty, in the second month and on « | 

the fifth day of the month, that Pharaoh 
sent Joseph forth to ^o about the whole & 

land of Egypt. But on the fourth month i 

of the first year and on the eighteenth of j 

the month, Joseph came into the territory 1 

of Heliopolis and was collecting the corn ^ 

of that region [which was] as the sand of ^ 

the sea. But there was a certain man in . a 

that city by name Pentephres [Putiphra] j 

who was priest of Heliopolis and Satrap / 
of Pharaoh; and this man was exceeding- 
ly rich and altogether wise and just. 
And he was in fact a counsellor of 
Pharaoh. And he had a virgin daughter l 

by name Asenath, in nothing like to the i 
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virgins, daughters of the Egyptians, but 
in all things like to the daughters of the 
Hebrews, being great of stature like unto 
Sarah, blooming as Rembecca, and beau- 
tiful as Rachel. And the fame of her 
beauty ran through all that country 
and even to the ends of the earth, so 
that all the sons of the great Captains 
and Satraps, yea, and even all the youth- 
ful and powerful sons of kings desired to 
seek her in marriage: and there was much 
strife on account of her and they made 
trial of war with each other. 

But the first born son of Pharaoh 
heard about her and earnestly entreated 
his father to give her to him as wife. 
But his father, Pharaoh, said to him 
*Why seekest thou a woman inferior to 
thy self— a royal ruler over all this land. 
No I But behold the daughter of Joakim, 
the King of Moab maketh entreaty for 
thee, and she is a queen and beautiful 
exceedingly. Do thou therefore take 
her to wife.* 
2^ But Asenath being arrogant and 

over-weening contemptuously treated 
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OF ASENATH j 

every man, and no man ever saw her. 
For Pentephres had a tower adjoining to 
his house of great size and exceedingly 
high. And at the summit of the house 
was a storey containing twelve chambers. 
And the nrst chamber was large and 
altogether beautiful, and covered with 
many-coloured stones, and the stones of 
it were of price and cunningly wrought. 
And the ceiling of that chamber was 
purple and upon it were fixed the gods 
of the Egyptians, who are without number, 
in gold and silver. All these Asenath 
worshipped and feared and every day she 
ordained sacrifices to them. 

But the second chamber contained 
all the fiirniture and all the chests of 
Asenath and there was gold upon it and 
much silver, and endless apparel decked 
with gold and choice and precious stones 
and linen garments of striking splendour. 
And all the ornaments suitable to girl- 
hood were there. 

The third chamber was the store- 
house of Asenath containing all the goods 
of the earth. 
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And seven virgins who ministered 
to Asenath had. the seven other chambers. 
Each one had a chamber of her own, 
because they were all of the same age and 
had been born in the same night as 
Asenath. And she loved them much, 
and they were beautiful exceedingly like 
the stars of heaven. And no man or 
male child had ever conversed with them. 

And there were three windows in 
the chamber of Asenath where her 
virginity was reared. And the first win- 
dow was exceedingly large and looked 
over the court to the East; and the second 
looked to the South and the third looked 
to the North over a quarter of the town. 
And there stood a golden couch in the 
chamber turned towards the East, and it 
was decked with purple woven with gold, 
with amethyst and purple. And on this 
couch slept Asenath alone; and never sat 
man or woman upon it but Asenath only. 

And adjacent to the house and 
around it there was a large court, and 
round the court was an exceedingly high 
wall built of mighty rectangular stones — 
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and there were four great gateways in the 
court, all stout with iron, and eighteen 
valiant youths in arms guarded these. 
And there were planted along the walls 
of the court beautiful trees of all kinds 
and all of them bearing fruit and the 
fruit was ripe, for it was harvest time. 
And there was an ample fountain of water 
on the right side of the court. And 
below the fountain .was a great cistern 
r//>rw] which received the water of that 
fountain when it came forth. 

It came to pass in the first year of 
the years of plenty, in the fourth month, 
on the 28th day of the month, that Joseph 
came into the coast of Heliopolis, col- 
lecting the corn of that region; and 
when Joseph came near that place he 
sent 16 of his men to Pentephres, the 
priest of Heliopolis, saying — *I will be 
thy guest to-day that I may take breath in 
the close of thy house ; for the hour of 
noon is that of breakfast and great is the 
burning heat of the Sun.* 

And when Pentephres heard these 
things he rejoiced with great joy and said: 
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* Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, inas- 
much as my lord Joseph hath esteemed 
me worthy.* 

And Pentephres called to him who 
was over his house and said ^Make haste 
and prepare my house, and make ready 
a great feast, the mighty man of God 
cometh this day unto us.' 

But when Asenath heard that her 
&ther and her mother were coming from 
their hereditary estate she greatly rejoiced 
and said ' I will go and see my ^ther and 
my mother because they are coming from 
our Estate.* For it was the time of 
harvest. 

And Asenath hastened to her cham- 
ber, where her robes were lying, and she 
put on a robe of linen, and bracelets on 
her wrists and on her feet she put golden 
[anklets,] and encircled her neck with a 
costly collar set with precious stones which 
were embellished on all sides, having the 
names of the Egyptian gods which v/ere 
engraved everywhere on the bracelets and 
on the stones. And she put upon her 
head a tiara and on the top of this a 
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prison because he interpreted his dreams 
even as the old women of the Egyptians 
interpret them. No! I shall marry the 
first-born son of the King, for he is the 
King of all this land.' And when 
Pentcphres heard this, he was afiaid to 
speak to his daughter Asenath about 
Joseph because she had answered him 
with arrogance and anger — ^And behold 
a youth in the service of Pentephres leaped 
in and said to them * Lo ! Joseph standeth 
before the gates of our court.* And 
Asenath heard and fled from the fece of 
her fether and mother. And she went 
up to the upper storey and entered into 
her chamber, and stood at the great 
window which looked to the East that 
she might see Joseph enter into the house 
of her fether. 

And Pentephres with his kinsmen 
and servants went out to meet Joseph, 
and when the gates of the court were 
opened which looked to the East Joseph 
entered sitting in the chariot, the second 
to Pharaoh. And four horses were 
yoked, white as *snow, with golden bits. 
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and the whole chariot was made of pure 
gold. And Joseph was clad in a white 
and peculiar tunic, and the gannent around 
him was of purple linen woven with gold. 
A golden crown was upon his head and 
*! ! round the crown were 12 select stones, 
and above the stones were 12 golden 
rays and a roysd rod was in his right hand, 
which held out stretched an olive branch 
and there was an abundance of fruit upon 
• it. And when Joseph entered into the 
court and the gates were shut all the 
strange men and women remained out- 
side the court, because the keepers of the 
gates had shut the doors. 

And Pcntephres and his wife and 
all their kindred, save their daughter 
Asenath, came and worshipped Joseph 
with their feces to the ground. And 
when Joseph had come down from the 
chariot, she was violently pricked in 
spirit and her heart was bruised and her 
knees failed and her body trembled; and 
she feared a great fear and she groaned 
and said in her heart, *woe is me, miser- 
able, whither shall I go, unfortunate one. 
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where shall I hide myself from his &ce. 
If by any means Joseph, the Son of God, 
shall come to know that I have spoken 
evil things concerning him. Woe to me 
wretched one, whither shall I go and 
hide myself from his fece, for he exactly 
knoweth every hour and nothing hidden 
escapeth him in consequence of that g reat 
Light whi ch is with h im. And now may 
Joseph be propiate to me, because I have 
in ignorance spoken evil words concern- 
ing him No, I have said 

Joseph the So n of the Shep herd is come 
from the land of Canaan — but now like 
the Sun from heaven is he come to us in 
his chariot and has this day entered into 
our house and shineth upon it as light 
upon the earth. But I was senseless and 
over-bold when I spake meanly of him. 
And I spake evil words against him and I 
knew not that Joseph is the S on of God. 
For who of men upon earth will ever 
engender such beauty or what womb of 
woman ever give birth to such light? 
Unfortunate am I that I spake the evil 
words to my fether: let therefore my 
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Bxher now give me to Joseph as a slave 
girl, or rather as an handmaiden and I 
will serve him for ever.' 

And when Joseph came into the 
House of Pentephres he sat upon a chair, 
and they washed his feet and placed 
befisre him a table apart because Joseph 
ate not with the Egyptians, (for this was 
an abomination to him. And Joseph 
having raised his eyes to Asenath who 
was crouching down said to Pentephres — 
*Who is that woman standing at the 
window in the upper storey— now let her 
get away from this house.' [For Joseph 
was afraid and said [I hope] this one may 
not be a [vexation] to me; for all the 
wives and the daughters of the great men 
and satraps of all the land of Egypt 
sought after him]. For all the wives and 
daughters of the Egyptians when they saw 
Joseph fell in evil case at the sight of his 
beauty. And the women sent ambassa- 
dors to him with gold and silver and 
precious gifts. But Joseph drave them 
away with threats and bitterness of temper, 
saying—*! will not sin before the Lord 
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God, and the fece of my father Israel* — 
for Joseph had God constantly before his 
eyes, and was mindful of the commands 
of his father ; for Jacob often-times warned 
all his sons and said ^be on your guard 
my children, against the strange woman 
and have no communication with her, for 
communication with her is ruin and 
destruction." And for this cause Joseph 
said *Let the woman depart from this 
house.* 

And Pentephres said *My Lord, it 
is not a strange woman, but it is our own 
virgin daughter and no man hath ever 
seen her save thyself this day, for our 
daughter is a virgin. And if thou wilt 
our daughter will come and speak with 
thee, for she will be as thy sister.' And 
Joseph rejoiced with exceeding great joy 
because Pentephres said she was a virgin 
hating ev ery m an. And Joseph said to 
Pentephres and to his wife *If she is 
your daughter and a maiden, let her come 
for she is my sister, and I will love her 
from this day as my own sister.' Then 
her mother went up to the upper storey 
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and brought Asenath to Joseph. And 
Pcntephres said to her * Salute thy brother 
£oT he is a virgin even as thou art this 
day.* And Asenath said to Joseph 
*Hail, Sir [Lord] thou who art blessed 
by God the most High,' and Joseph said 
to her *The Lord God who gives life to 
all things will bless thee.' And said u nto ' 
Pcntephres telleth his daughter Asenath 
*Go thou up and kiss thy brother.' 
- When Asenath went up to kiss Joseph, 
he stretched out his right hand and Joseph 
said "It is not right for a godfearing man 
who glorifieth with his mouth the living 
I ' God, and eateth the blessed Bread of Life 
j i and drinketh the blessed Cup of Immor- 
! I tality, and is anointed with the blessed 
' chrism of incorruptibility to kiss a strange 
woman, who with her mouth glorifieth 
dead and dumb idols, and eateth from 
their table the bread of strangling and 
drinketh from their libation the cup of 
treachery, and is anointed with the oint- 
ment of destruction. But the godfearing 
man will kiss his mother and his sister, 
bom from his mother, and the sister- 
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spouse of his own home who with their 
mouths praise the living God. And in 
like manner it is not right to kiss a 
strange man, for this is an abomination in 
the sight of God.* 

And when Asenath heard, all the 
words of Joseph she was much grieved 
and she groaned aloud. And as she 
gazed intently at Joseph her eyes filled 
with tears. And when Joseph saw her 
weep, he had great pity upon her, for he 
was gentle and merciful and feared the 
Lord. Then he raised his right hand 
over her head and said to her: *Lord God 
of my Father Israel, the most high and 
powerful God, who hath given life to all 
things and called from darkness to light 
and from error to truth and from death 
to life — do thou bless the virgin, and give 
life to her and renew her by thy Holy • 
Spirit, that she may eat the Bread of Lire 1 
and drink the Chalice of Blessing, and do I 
thou number her with the people thou 
hast chosen before all things came into 
being; and may she come to thy rest 
which thou hast prepared for thine 
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elect, and may she live in thine eternal 
life throughout eternity.* And Asenath 
rejoiced at the blessing of Joseph with 
exceeding great joy. Then having saluted 
him she went up to her upper storey by 
herself and fell upon the couch with weak- 
ness, because she had joy and grief and 
much fear and profuse perspiration as she 
heard the words from Joseph; as he 
spake them to her in the name of the 
most High God. Then she wept with 
great and bitter weeping and changed 
her mind [underwent conversion] from 
the gods whom she worshipped and the 
idols — ^with whom she was wroth. And 
Joseph ate and drank, and told his servants 
to yoke the horses to their chariots to 
make the circuit of the whole country. 
And Pentephres said to Joseph *Let my 
lord this day take up his abode here, and 
go thy way tomorrow.* And Joseph said 
*No, this day I shall depart, for this is the 

J- day upon which God began to work his 

creation; but on the eighth day I shall 
also return to you and shall take up my 

U-; > abode here.* 
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And when Joseph departed from the 
house,Pentephres and all his kinsmen went 
out to their estate [ferm]; and Asenath 
was left alone with the seven damsels, 
low-spirited and weeping till the sun went 
down. She neither ate bread nor drank 
water ; but while all the others slept she 
alone kept awake. And she wept and 
often smote upon her breast with her 
hands. And after this Asenath arose from 
her couch, and went down the steps of 
the staircase from the upper storey, and 
when she came to the great gateway she 
found the portress asleep with her child- 
ren; and she hastily pulled down the skin 
of the screen belonging to the door, filled 
it with ashes and carried it to the upper 
storey. And she laid it upon the pave- 
ment and then closed the door securely 
and shot the iron bolt athwart it, and 
she groaned a great groan with much and 
violent weeping. And the damsel whom 
Asenath loved above all the other damsels 
having heard the groaning made haste 
and came to the window, and she awakened 
all the other damsels. But she found 
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her shut up, and as she listened to the 
weeping and groaning of Asenath . . . 
• . . . pitched the gods out of the 

window 

And she wept bitterly for seven days. 

And on the eighth day the cocks did 
crow and the dogs did bark. And 
Asenath looked at the window which 
was towards the East and behold the morn- 
ing star, and close to it the heavens were 
divided and a marvellous light appeared. 
And when Asenath saw it she fell on her 
&ce upon the ashes, and behold a man 
came down from heaven and stood above 
her head and called her by name : but by 
reason of her terror she answered not. 
And he called her a second time * Asenath, 
Asenath.! And she answered *Here I 
am O Lord, who art thou, tell me.' ? And 
he said * I am the Prince of the house of 
God and the Captain of the Lord's host. 
Arise and stand upon thy feet and I will 
speak to thee.' And Asenath raised her 
head, and behold the man was like in all 
things to Joseph, his robe and crown and 
royal stafF. His countenance was as 
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lightning, his eyes like rij nys of the sun, 
and the hairs of hi? "«.--i s^rcn as flames 
of fire. And when \>cr.2:h saw him she 
was smitten with fc' -.i fell upon her 
fece, but the angc' .vnirorted her and 
raised her and sslic. r.^ her. *Lay aside 
that black vestmen: » :' c-^ac's hair which 
thou hast put on, ?..•.: :h^: girdle of thy 
sorrow and that hair.'.^rh trom thy loins, 
and shake the ashc< rVom diine head and 
with fresh water w.^>". :hy tace and thine 
hands, and array th> ^c'.t* with thine orna- 
ments and I will s/c.ik :o thee.* And 
she made haste to aviv^rn herself, and came 
back to the angel. And the angel said 
unto her — * Remove the veil from thy 
head, because thou :irt a virgin. Be 
comforted and rejoice, O Virgin Asenath, 
for thy name is written in the book of 
the living and shall t\i>t be blotted out of 
it for ever. BehoKl, from this day thou 
hast been renewed .uid made alive, and ! 
thou shalt eat the bread of blessing and i 
drink the cup of incorruptibility and thou 
art anointed with the sacred unction. ' 
Behold, I have this day given thee to 
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Joseph as his bride and thy name shall no 
longer be called Asenath but *City of 
Refuge.* For Penance which is the 
daughter of the Most High has prevailed 
in prayer with the Most High.' 

And when Asenath asked the angtl 
what his name was— he answered, *My 
name is written by the finger of God in 
the book of the Most High and all 
things which are written in that book are 
inscrutable ; nor is it meet for mortal man 
either to hear them or to speak them.' 

And Asenath, as she held the hem 
of his vesture, said * If now I have found 
grace in thine eyes, sit now a short while 
on this couch whereon no man hath yet 
sat and I will prepare for thee a meal.* 
And the angel said * Bring it quickly* 
.... and she put before him bread 

and sweet wine And the 

angel said 'Bring me also an honey- 
comb,* and she was sorrowful because she 
had none. But the angel said to her 
* Enter into thy cellar and thou shalt find 
an honey-comb upon the table.* And 
she found a comb as white as snow with 
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most pure honey, and the odour of it was 
fiagrant. And Asenath said 'My Lord, 
I had no honey-comb; but thou spakest 
with thy sacred mouth and it was there ; 
and the odour of it is as the breath of thy 
mouth.' 

And the Angel smiled at the un- 
derstanding of Asenath and stretched 
forth his hand, and touched her head 
saying: * Blessed art thou,because thou hast 
flung away thine idols and hast believed 
in one God; and blessed are those who 
come to my Lord in penance for they 
shall eat of this honey-comb which the 
bees of God's Paradise have made from the 
dew of the Roses of Eden. And it is 
eaten by all the Angels of God and they 
who eat of it shall never die.' And he 
stretched forth his hand and brake a 
small particle from the honey-comb, and 
he himself ate it, and the rest he put into 
the mouth of Asenath; saying unto her 
'Lo, thou hast eaten the Bread of Life and 
art anointed with the holy unction, and 
from this day henceforth thy flesh shall 
be renewed and thy bones be sound and 
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thj Strength unfailing: thy youth shall 
not be turned into old age, thy beauty 
dial! not fail; but thou shalt be as the 
City of those who have recourse to the 
name of the Lord God Almighty the 
Everlasting King.* And he stretched out 
his hand and touched the honey-comb 
which he had broken, and it became whole 
as it had been before. 

[Then did he trace a line upon the 
honey-comb from East to West and then 
from North to South, and the lines upon 
the comb became as blood. And many 
bees of snowy whiteness and with purple 
wings came forth from the comb; and they 
surrounded Asenath and made a honey- 
comb in her hand. Then the angel said 
unto them *Go ye to your place*; and 
they flew away Eastwards to Paradise. 
And the angel said *So shall all the things 
be which I have spoken to thee this day.* 
And he touched the honey-comb and fire 
went up from the table and consumed 
the honey-comb, but the table was not 
injured. And the fragrance produced by 
the fire which consumed the honey-comb 
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was of indescribable sweetness. And 
Asenath said unto the angel, *Mv Lord, 
there are seven virgins who were brought 
up with me from my infency — they were 
bom in the same night in which I was 
bom. I will call them and thou shalt 
bless them, even as thou hast blessed me.' 
And he bade them be called and he 
blessed them saying, *The Most High 
God bless you and be ye as the seven 
columns of the City of Refiige.' And I 
Asenath commanded that the table 
should be removed; and when she was 
about to put it away the angel disappeared 
from her eyes. And when she turned 
back she saw as it were a chariot with 
four horses rising Eastwards into Heaven.] 
Now as Asenath was praying that he 
would pardon the hardihood of her 
speech to him ; behold one of the young 
men of the servants of Pentephres came 
up and said, *Lo! Joseph the mighty one 
ot God is coming from his journey and is 
even now at the door of the Hall. And 
Asenath made haste to meet Joseph and she 
stood in the entering in [en hypodromio\ 
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of the house. And when Joseph came 
into the hall Asenath saluted him, and 
told him the words which the angel had 
spoken to her, and she washed his feet. _^ 

And on the morrow Joseph asked 
Pharaoh to give Asenath to him to wife, 
and Pharaoh gave her to him and set upon 
them crowns of gold and made for them 
the marriage feast, and a great supper for 
more than seven days, and he commanded 
that no man should do any work during the 
days of Joseph's marriage. And he called 
Joseph the Son of God, and Asenath the 
daughter of the Most High. 

Now the seven years of plenty passed 
away and the seven years of femine fol- 
lowed. And Jacob who had heard of his 
son Joseph came into Egypt with all his 
j&niily. He came in the second year of 
the ramine in the third month, and on 
the 2 ist day of the month, and took up his 
abode in the land of Goshen. And Asen- 
ath said to Joseph, * I vdll go to see thy 
fether, for I look upon thy fether Jacob 
as my God.' And Joseph answered, 
*Thou shalt come with me and shalt see 
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mj fether.* Joseph and Ascnath there- 
fore set out for the land of Goshen ; and 
the brothers of Joseph came out to meet 
him and did obeisance to him with their 
feces to the ground. And then they 
entered into the dwelling of Jacob. 

Israel was sitting upon his couch, 
and he was far gone in years. And Asen- 
ath when she saw him mar\'clled exceed- 
ingly, for Jatob was a comely old man 
and his old age was like that of a youth 
and . . . His hair was as white as 
the snow, with curls as numerous and 
thic k as those o f an Ethiopian. And 
a comely white beard fell upon his bosom. 
His piercing eyes darted forth lightnings. 
His breast and shoulders and arms were 
as those of an angel, his legs and thighs 
as those of a giant. It was the man who 
had wrestled with God. And Asenath 
seeing him marvelled greatly, and pros- 
trated herself before him with her face 
upon the ground. Then said Jacob to 
Joseph, *It is my daughter-in-law thy 
wife — be she blessed of the Most High 
God.* And he drew her near to him and 
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kissed and blessed her. And Asenath 
stretched out her hands and threw them 
round his neck and hung upon it. And 
after these things Joseph and Asenath ate 
and drank and returned to their abode. 
But only the sons of Leah accompanied 
their brother Joseph, for the sons ofBalla 
and Zelpha went not with him because 
they hated and detested him. Levi was 
on the right hand of Asenath and Joseph 
on the left; and Asenath held the hand 
of Levi whom she loved more than all the 
brethren of Joseph because he knew the 
mysteries of the Most High God and 
revealed them all to Asenath in secret 
words. And Levi also loved Asenath, 
for he saw the place of her rest in heaven 
with walls of adamant and foundations 
like to the foundations of the third heaven. 
Now it came to pass that when the 
first-bom son of Pharaoh, from the sum- 
mit of the wall saw Joseph and Asenath 
pass by, he waxed sad and of ill humour, 
for the beauty of Asenath was the cause 
to him of cruel grief. * It shall not be 
tOy' said he, and he called to him forth- 
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with Simeon and Levi, who came and 
presented themselves before him. And 
the iirst-born of Pharaoh said unto them, 
^I know that ye are valiant warriors, 
more valiant than all the rest of men. 
Ye two have with your hands destroyed 
the city of Sichem ; with your two lances 
have ye killed 3,000 men of war. I 
desire to take you as my companions. I 
will give to you gold, men servants and 
maid servants, and horses and large and 
beautiful domains. But this shall ye do 
for the love of me. I have been cruelly 
treated by your brother Joseph, who hath 
taken from me Asenaui my wife, she 
who had long before been my betrothed 
spouse. Go ye, then, and fight against 
your brother Joseph, that I may slay him 
with my sword and have Asenath to 
wife. But as for you, ye shall be my 
brothers, my companions ^thflil and 
beloved — only, first of all, do as I en- 
join you. But if ye hesitate and laugh 
at my proposals, behold my sword is ready 
to pierce you through.' And as he said 
these words he drew his sword out £rom 



28 THE UFE AND CONFESSION 

the sheath and showed it unto them. 
Now when Simeon and Levi heard these 
words they were astonied, for the son of 
Pharaoh had spoken unto them in a 
commanding tone. Now Simeon was a 
resolute man and a bold ; and he was 
about to lay his hand upon the hilt of 
his sword that he might draw it forth and 
slay the son of Pharaoh, because of the 
hardness of speech which he had held; 
but Levi perceived his design, for Levi 
was a prophet, and because of the purity 
of his soul he was able to read what was 
in the hearts of men. And, therefore, 
he pressed his right foot upon the foot of 
Simeon and signed to him to suppress 
his wrath; and he said to him in an under- 
voice, 'Wherefore art thou wroth against 
this man? It is not meet that we who 
are servants of God should return evil for 
/ evil.' And then with fre edom of speech 
he addressed the son of Pharaoh without 
sign of anger, but with much meekness; 
* Wherefore doth my Lord hold such lan- 
guage to us who are servants of God, and 
whose &ther is a friend of the Most High 
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God even as our brother Joseph is. How 
could we commit so great a crime and sin 
against our God, before our fether Jacob 
and before Joseph our brother ? A servant » 
of God should do no kind of harm to 
another man, but if any man vidlleth to 
harm a servant of God surely the latter 
hath a sword in his hand. Beware thou 
of uttering such a speech concerning 
our brother Joseph, for if thou per- 
sistest in thine evil designs it is against 
thee that we shall draw the sword.' And 
thereupon Simeon and Levi drew their 
swords from the sheath and said to the 
son of Pharaoh, * Behold now, thou seest 
in our hands these swords wherewith the 
Lord hath chastised the Sichemites and 
punished the offence done to the sons of 
Israel in the person of our sister Dina, 
whom Sichem the son of Emor outraged.* 
And the son of Pharaoh was seized with 
a trembling in his limbs and with terror 
at the sight of the swords, for they sparkled 
like flames of fire ; his eyes were dazzled 
and he fell upon his face to the ground. 
And Levi took him by the hand and said 
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to him 'Arise and fear not, but beware 
lest thou again hold such evil speech 
- concerning our brother Joseph.' 

Then Simeon and Levi went out 
from before the face of the first born son 
of Pharaoh, and left him full of terror and 
resentment; for though he was afraid of 
Simeon and Levi he was overcome by the 
beauty of Asenath and sorrovv^l beyond 
measure. And his servant said to him, 
*The sons of Balk and Zelpha — hand 
maidens of Jacob, are enemies of Joseph 
and Asenath and bear them envy ; they 
will be ready to do for thee whatsoever 
thou shalt propose.* Then he sent 
messengers to cdl them to him. And 
coming by night they presented them- 
selves to the son of Pharaoh ; and he said 
unto him *I would speak unto you of 
a certain matter because ye are valiant 
men of war.* And Dan and Gad the two 
eldest sons answered * Let our Lord speak 
and thy servants will hear and will 
perform what thou desirest.' And the 
son of Pharaoh rejoiced and said to his 
own servants ' Retire ye a litde for I have 
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to Speak in secret with these men.* And 
they remained at some distance. Then 
he turned to the sons of Balla and Zelpha 
and said unto them 'Ye have life and 
death before you, do ye choose rather 
life than death; for ye are valiant men of 
war, who desire not to die like women. 
Be of good cheer and take vengeance 
upon your enemies.' I have truly heard 
your brother Joseph saying to my father 
Pharaoh *They are in feet the children of 
my father's handmaids: I will ;i\vait the 
death of my fether and then I will destroy 
them and their families lest tlicy inherit 
with us — ^for they are the sons of hand- 
maids. They sold me to the Ishmaelites 
and I shall pay back to them all the evil 
they have done me. But this shall be after 
the death of my fether. And Pharaoh, my 
fether, praised Joseph because of his 
designs and said to him *'Thou art right 
and I will give thee a thousand men of 
war and will come to aid thcc."' And 
when the sons of Balla and Zelpha heard 
these words they were sore afflicted and 
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they entreated the son of Pharaoh to 
to come to their aid. 

*[The Egyptian prince promises to 
help them provided they co-operate with 
him. He proposes to kill his own &ther 
that very night and wishes the sons of Jacob 
to kill Joseph. Dan and Gad consent to 
this and the conspirators agree upon^the 
plan of their operations. The Egyptian 
prince lent 500 men to each of the four 
brothers [Gad, Asher, Dan, Naphtali], 
who were to lie in ambush in the reeds 
of a ravine through which Asenath was to 
pass. The prince with 50 mounted 
archers was to be somewhat in advance so 
as to seize upon Asenath in her flight 
after the attack. Joseph to be slain in the 
midst of his distress for the loss of his 
wife, after his children had been put to 
death before his eyes. But the conspiracy 
entirely &iled. The prince went at 
night to kill his fether but Pharaoh having 
a head-ache had given orders that no one 
should be allowed to come near him. 

*This latter portion of the story belongs to another 
recension. 
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The young prince and his guards then 
proceeded to the place of ambush. When 
Asenath came up with an armed escort, 
the attack was made on her by the men 
in ambush. The soldiers of Asenath 
were slain and she £ed in her chariot. 
But Levi who was gifted with second 
sight had revealed the treason to his 
brethren the children of Leah who took 
their swords, bucklers and lances and 
rushed to the rescue of Asenath. Her 
flight was arrested by the son of Pharaoh 
who came up to her with his 50 guards- 
men. She was sorely dismayed but 
invoked the name of the Lord, the Most 
High God. And Benjamin was with her 
in her chariot. He was but a child, but 
he was comely, fearing God and full of 
courage. He alighted from the chariot, 
caught up polished stones from the brook 
and hurled them at the Egyptian prince, 
who fell upon the ground, smitten upon 
the left temple. Then Benjamin climbed 
speedily upon a high rock, and with 48 
polished stones he killed 48 men who 
accompanied the son of Pharaoh. The 
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men who had lain in ambush were slain 
hj the sons of Leah — Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zabulon. Their 
brethren, the sons of Balk and Zelpha, 
ran to slay Benjamin and Asenath, who 
invoked the Lord ; and the swords of her 
enemies fell from their hands into the 
dust.] 

Then the sons of Balla and Zelpha 
were sore afraid and trembled, and they 
said * Verily, the Lord fighteth against 
uis for Asenath.' And they fell upon the 
earth and said to her, *Thou art our 
|»incess and our queen, but have pity 
upon us thy servants, and save us from 
the hands of our brethren for they come 
to avenge thee, and their swords threaten 
us.* And Asenath replied, *Be of good 
courage and fear not your brethren, for 
they are men who fear and serve the Lord; 
only hide yourselves among the reeds till I 
have interceded for you and appeased their 
wrath. Ye have indeed been guilty of 
evil devices; but fear not, the Lord virill 
judge between you and me.* 

Then Dan and Gad and their 
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brethren hid themselves in the reeds, and 
the children of Leah came up running like 
a herd of deer ; and Asenath came down 
from her chariot and received them 
weeping. And they too wept sorely as 
they fell upon the ground before her, and 
asked where their kinsmen were. And 
Ascnatji answered, *Have mercy upon 
your brethren, and render not evil for evil, 
for the Lord hath protected me against 
them and hath broken their swords, and 
they have melted as wax before the flame. 
The Lord hath fought against them ; but 
do ye forgive them for they are your 
brethren, the blood of your father Israel.* 
And Simeon said, *Let us cut them in 
pieces with our swords, for they have 
plotted against us and our father Israel, 
and against our brother Joseph; and 
three times have they done this O 
our princess and our Queen*! And 
Asenath stretched out her hand and 
caught Simeon by the beard and kissed 
him, and said, *Do not so, my brother, 
return not evil for evil, but leave ven- 
geance to the Lord. They are your 
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brethren, the sons of your father. They 
\ have fled from the land of the Hebrews 
\ for four years.' And Levi came up and 
kissed the hand of Asenath, for he well 
saw that she desired to save his brethren. 
Now these were lying in the reeds 
and Levi knew it, but he told it not, lest in 
their wrath they should slay them. And 
the son of Pharaoh raised himself from 
the ground and sat down. The blood 
was running from his ears and from his 
mouth. Now Benjamin had no sword, 
but he seized the sword of the son of 
Pharaoh and drew it from the sheath, and 
was about to slay him by piercing his 
breast. But Levi rushed upon Benjamin 
and stayed his arm, and said unto him, 
. ' *Do not this deed, my brother, for we 
are the servants of God, and it becometh 
not a servant of God to return evil for 
evil, to ill-treat a man who hath ^len 
into our hands, or to torment an enemy 
until he die. And now put up thy sword 
into its sheath, and come and help me 
to heal this man of his wounds that he 
may live, and that he may become our 
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friend, and Pharaoh will be a father unto 
us.' And Levi raised the son of Pharaoh 
and wiped away the blood from his face, 
and wrapped his head in linen and placed 
him upon his own horse and, led him in 
this wise unto Pharaoh his fether, to 
whom he declared all that had come to 
pass. And Pharaoh arose from his throne 
and fell on his face before Levi. 

And after three days the son of 
Pharaoh died of the wound wherewith 
young Benjamin had wounded him. And 
Pharaoh wept, and fell sick and died at 
the age of 177 years, leaving the crown 
to Joseph. And Joseph reigned over 
Egypt tor 48 years, and then he gave up 
the crown to the son of Pharaoh's son, 
who was at his mother's breast when 
Pharaoh died. And Joseph was as a father 
to the child in Egypt all the days of 
his life. 
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